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PusLic LIBRARY. 


HE Advantages, that ariſe 
from Pouziic LI ABIES, 
are ſo many, and of ſuch Im- 
portance, that it were greatly to 
be wiſhed, that there was at leaſt 
one founded in each County ; 
which under proper Regulations 
would not only defray the Charges 
incident to itſelf, but add conſi- 
_ derably 
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derably to - any' Public- Charity, 
that deſerved ſuch Encourage- 
ment. A Library of Books may 
be ſaid to be only the firſt Charge, 
the additional Expences being ſo 
inconſiderable in Proportion to 
what its Income will naturally be; 
as there are always Gentlemen 
enough in every County, who, for 
the Peruſal of Books, will be glad 
to encourage it with a ſmall an- 
nual Subſcription. 


Such a Collection of good 
Books, as may deſerve the Name 
of a Public Library, is no where 
more neceſſary than in Leiceſter- 


ſhire ; ſeated as it were in the 


Heart of the Kingdom, at a 
Diſtance | 
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Diſtance from the Seats of Learn- 
ing, and the Metropolis; in which 
Places only, the curious Enquirer 
into the Points of Learning, Hi- 
ſtory and Antiquity, can be likely 

to meet with a Solution of his 


Doubts, or ſatisfy bis Thirſt of 
Knowledge. 


A Morning 8 Ride to Fry A 
Place might perhaps, be equally 
beneficial to the Health, equally 
agreeable to the Mind, and infi- 
nitely more improving to the Un- 
derſtanding, than a Morning's 
Hunt, A Gentleman might retire 
Home from Study with as good 
an Appetite for his Dinner, and 
his Mind fraught with ſuch falu- 
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- |, tatyMaxims, as might preſetve the 

_ Health he had got. He might carry 
his Entertainment along with Him, 
an Entertainment, not for A Day 
only, but for Months and Yeats, 
which miglit glue hitn ſlit IN 
faction, and make him a better 
Man, and better Member of So- 
ciety; . might confirm him in 
Goodneks, and increaſe his Reli- 
gion by eſtabliſhing the Groun ds 
of it, and fixing a rational Foun- 
dation for his Hope, his Faith, and 
his Charity, 


Here the Curate, who had real 
Talents, might improve his Ge- 
nius and Taſte, at ſuch a trifling 
Expence, as would not affe& even 

his 
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bis lender Income. He need then 
no longer complain of being for- 
ced to quit the Univerſity, juſt 
whetf he was admitted to ſtudy in 
the Public Libraries: He would 
no longer labour under ſuch; cruel 
Diſadvantages, but meet with all 
thoſe, Books here, which are eſſen 
tial to the well conducting himſelf 
in his Duty, but which are unfor- 
tunately too dear for him to be 
poſſeſſed of at Home. | 
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2 Here * curious Student of 
Nature, whether as a Botaniſt, or 
an Improver of Land, might en- 
rich his Mind, and improve his 
Fortune, by Diſcoveries already 
un to his Hands, confirmed by 
193t&9 B .  Expe= 
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Experience, and publiſhed for his 
Knowledge diſperſed * throughout 
the Kingdom, we ſhould make a 
proportional Advancement in all 
| the Arts and Sciences; but, for 
want of them, uſeful Diſcoveries 
daily die; and we need not won- 
der that many Arts of Antiquity 
have periſhed, ' as there never was 
any Care of this Sort taken to _ 
ſerve them. 


In order therefore to Found fo 
uſeful an Inſtitution, I propoſe gi- 
ving Books to the Value of ONE 
HUNDRED POUNDS for the 


immediate Library, leaving it to be 
iner ee by fuch Methods, as ſhall 
6 hereafter 
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hereafter be ſet forth. And as the 
preſent Caprice of Bookſellers, 
and Expences of Printing, are ſo 
intolerable, as to, deter many good 
Writers, and ſtifle many noble 
productions not only in their Birth 
but Matutity, I hereby invite the 
Learned World to remit me any 
curious Manuſctipts, which, ſhall 
be catalogued, and all due Ho- 
nout done them; and 1 ſhall 
eſteem it alſo as a Favour done to 
myſelf. Any other Books alſo ſhall 
be accepted with Gratitude, and 
the Benefactors ee with 
Honour. Vi | 


1. 


as: Jarentions are, has; this 
F ſhall conſiſt of Books of 


B 2 Divinity 
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Divinity,” Hiſtory,” Antiquity, 
critical Dictionaries, uſeful Ac; 
counts of the Arts and Sciences, 
and ſuch Books of Entertainment 
alſo, as are fit for a Clergyman 8 
Inſpection, and have no evident 
Tendency, to corrupt tke Heart: 
Good Romances, both ancient 
and modern, will be admitted; 
and all ſprightly Books of Genius, 
that have not diſcredited . Man 
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Every Dag who e 
to be a Member of this Library, 
is to ſignify his Name and Place 
of Abode to me; and when 


admitted by Order of the Truſtees, 
is to pay Five Shillings Enidtvinte; 


and 
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and Five Sbillings à Year.” The 
Payments to be made in after 
Week; and they who enter ſooner 
or later pay proportionally: But 
if a Member neglects paying at 
that Time, he forfeits Tores pence 
a Week for fix Weeks, and'then 
is diſqualified for being a Member, 
unleſs ' he 1 en Entrance 
Money. 


The RULEsS chen for the 
Eſtabliſhing and Managing a Pus- 
Lic Linrary at n 
are as follow. 


I. Thar the Member be admit- 
mitted by Conſent of the 
Truſtees, and pay Five Shil- 


lings 
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1 TI ge Entrance, and Five. 
| Sbillingt per Ann. and are 

ee er eee for 
that 0 | 


U. r — an — 
4 Librarian, and a Sub-Libra- : 
rian: The latter to attend 
il a op from Eight. in the 
Morning to Six in the Even- 
| ing, and to have Ten Pounds 
Il 9012 n out of the 
| * Drofuts of * en 


III. That = "eſt, of 38 
be annually laid out in Books, 
unleſs they amount to above 

Ill Fiſiy Pownds, in which Caſe, 

| | | that Overplus, and the ſeve- 

HE 


ral 
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ral Entrance Moneys of the 
Members to be laid by to 


| * build 2 Room; for which, 


x tho in a Courſe of Vears 
they are inſufficient, if the 
Langton Society « can ſpare the 
Money, the Room 1s to be 
built at the Expence of the 


| ooch 


w. That the Viktor * 
| excuſed paying the Five Shil- 
lings fer Ann. as that might 
ſeem to infringe. on his Viſi- 
 tatorial Power z but that, as 
to taking Books out of the 


. Library, he ſubmit to the 


common Rules. 


v. That 
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1 0 1985 Catalogues, = given, 
or ſold to the Members; 
"A Books nunſber d; and 
any Member wanting a Num- 


ber, to ſend five more than 


that Number, leſt ſome other 
ſhould have that Book, and 
his Meſſenger return empty. 


VI. New Books, * the Size 
of a Folio, to be kept but fix 
Days; new Folios a Fort- 
night: All others according 
to their Sizes, viz. Folios a 
Month in general, Quartos 


three "OI Octavos a Fort- 
c * * 


* Catalogues may be fold at Sixpence each, when there 
are obs enough to anſwer Printing them, 
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night, or as the Librarian ſhall 
appoint ; and every. Mem- 
der detaining a Book beyond 
tha Time appointed t pay 
PTybrte-panct a Week foe ſuch 
n Zul bun 
g 180 10 yaq zd 157 

y IT. That Dilapidations be paid 
for ſuch Damage as Books 
muſt naturally recęive by 
being taken guts of che Li- 
em vig, for A Folio Six- 
pence, à Quarto res- pence, 
all others 7 bree-Half-pence : 
And that no, Member take a 
Book out of the Library, 
B Without depoliting the full 
3 | ion) in the Hands of the 
Librarian. 1 
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i vi They who Rady: in the 

Library, are free of all Ex- 

| pence, except their Five 

| ! Shillings a Year, have Pen 

Il and Ink, and a Fire in Win- 

| tex, but Pay for what * 
1 de a. 2 15 1 
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. That no Perſon that have 

the ſame Book twice in à Year 

Gt of promo iF another 
Member wants it. * el N : 
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uy the Merits, who da- 
wages a Book, ſo as to be un- 
fit for the Beauty of the Li. 
blrary, ſhall make good the 
Book, or whole Set it belongs 


Fall II. — to ; 


© *+ 
wo 


PosLic Livrary. 19 


to; and have the Book ſo 
damaged for himſelf, 


XI. That the Binding of the 
'* Books be, as near as poſſible, 
ſimilar (without frivolous 
Experice)'; and that the Arms 
of the Society, as ſoon as they 
are fixed, be impreſſed on 
the Covers. 1 


XII. That the Librarians under- 
go annual Viſitations from 

the Truſtees, deliver in their 

Accompts, and make the Re- 

turns of the damaged or lent- 
out Books. 
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GINA, 


F theſe Rules wy: this Plan is 
carried into Practice, I make 
no Doubt, that our Library will 
not only meet with ſuch Encou- 
ragement as will foon raiſe it to a 
valuable Collection, but will in 
Time add to the Charity: The 
two Deſigus naturally and mutu- 
ally ſupport and aſſiſt each other. 
The 
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The Purſuer of Botanical Know- 
| ledge will pe delighted with hay- 
ing Recourſe to Books, when he 


has an Opportunity af comparing 
the teal Plants with them; and 
the Student will the rather attend 
a Library, where he can have ſuch 
a Garden to walk in, and refreſh 
himſelf after his Literary Labours. 
Beſides that Langton is, as it were, 
the Center and Standard to which 
we all naturally reſort for the En- 
couragement of the Charities here 
founded, the having it near the 
Garden will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Reaſons before laid 
down. We muſt therefore hire a 
Room to ſerve for this Purpoſe, 
till Qur Stock riſes ſufficiently to 


enable 


enable us to build a proper 7 Fol 
brary. Beſides, even ſuppoſing, 
that the neighbouring Gentlemen 
were not deſirous of being Mem- 
bers, (tho ſure twere an Abſur- 
dity to think all of ſo indolent a 
Turn of Mind) yet as there is no 
Grand Society, but What has a 
Library, why ſhould this, which, 
I doubt not, will in Time be the 
Grandeſt in England, be deſtitute 
of ſo neceſſary an Ornament, 
Honour and Advantage? Let a 
Library therefore be ſet on Foot 
with my Hundred Pounds, and 
founded, tho! it ſhould amazingly 
happen, that no one Perſon, except 
the Rector of Langton, the 
Truſtees, and the Librarians en- 

tered 


{6 35 F 
tered the Door of it. Even in 
this Caſe, the worſt that could 
poſſibly turn out, the Society 


_ . could be no Loſer; and there 


might ariſe ſome noble · ſpirited 
Man, who might make ſuch Ad- 
ditions to the Trifle I beſtow, as 
would call the curious Literati 
from other Parts, and unſeen Ad- 
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